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Growing Syracuse

The Role of the Architect in Improving Syracuse, NY’s Food Environment

Stephanie Wagner | ARC 505 Thesis Prep | Assignment 3 | Kamell, Stenson, Rosa
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Manifesto
• Urbanism requires community, and community requires a platform of
public space. Underutilized spaces within the urban fabric can be activated
by small scale architectural interventions to create formal spaces for
community gathering, interaction, and commerce. The positioning and
connectivity of these interventions can lead to the creation of new urban
corridors that encourage growth within and between underdeveloped parts
of the city.

Role of the Architect
• Develop an architecture that is contextually relevant to a community, while
• Addressing larger scale urban issues, in order to
• Create an accessible and beneficial built environment and lifestyle for users.
• The goal of architectural interventions is to provide the community with a platform to kick start a larger
change in the urban and socioeconomic fabrics of the city.

Project Explorations
• Syracuse, NY’s food environment and socioeconomic issues pertaining to lack of food accessibility
• The existing network of Syracuse Grows community gardens, and how architecture can intervene within it
• The architect’s role in improving the local food environment
• Architecture of constructability, efficiency, adaptability, and identity within a larger urban fabric

Project Overview
• A micro-architectural module can be developed to serve a community-oriented program such as a shared
garden, co-kitchen, food making, or food purchasing space. This module can be made to adapt to site
variations throughout the urban fabric. The adaptability of a single intervention can allow it to take on
different programmatic qualities while maintaining its identity as a part of a series, and multiply
throughout the fabric to become a series of urban interventions rather than a singular plug-in.
Infrastructural elements such as public seating spaces, public gathering spaces, bike storage, and covered
bus stops should be incorporated into the modules’ sites to increase and promote connectivity and
interaction with the existing urban transportation fabric.
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Detail Scale

Creating Material Connections

Material, Connections

Ticket Pavilion For the Venice Biennale | Carlo Scarpa | Venice, Italy | 1952

Material, Construction, Light

Bruder Klaus Field Chapel | Peter Zumthor | Mechernich, Germany | 2007

Material, Constructability

The Youth Wing for Art Education Entrance Courtyard | Deborag Warschawski and Ifat Finkelman | Israel Museum, Jerusalem, Israel | 2014

Constructability, Efficiency

The Instant House | Larry Sass | MIT | 2008

Constructability, Adaptability, Efficiency

Petit Place | RoosRos Architects | The Netherlands | 2018

Constructability

Blooming Bamboo House | H&P Architects | Co Nhue, Tu Liem, Ha Noi, Vietnam | 2013

Constructability

Arctic Food Network | Lateral Office | Nunavut, Canada | 2011

Building Scale
Creating the Module

Interior, Material, Construction, Light

St. Benedict Chapel | Peter Zumthor | Sumvitg, Switzerland | 1988

Modular, Identity

Sidecar Houses | ISA | Camden, NJ | 2011

Modular

100k Houses | ISA | Philadelphia, PA | 2008-2012

Modular

The Instant House | Larry Sass | MIT | 2008

Modular

Petit Place | RoosRos Architects | The Netherlands | 2018

Material, Identity, Adaptability

all-in-square | in-tenta | The Netherlands | 2018

Modular, Adaptability, Resiliency

Blooming Bamboo House | H&P Architects | Co Nhue, Tu Liem, Ha Noi, Vietnam | 2013

Adaptability, Resiliency

Arctic Food Network | Lateral Office | Nunavut, Canada | 2011

Adaptability, Resiliency

Arctic Food Network | Lateral Office | Nunavut, Canada | 2011

Urban Scale

Encouraging Connectivity

Site Relationships

Allmannajuvet Zinc Mine Museum | Peter Zumthor | Sauda, Norway | 2016

Site Relationships

Urban Furniture for the Arvi Park | Escala Urbana Arquitectura | Medellin, Columbia

Site Relationships

all-in-square | in-tenta | The Netherlands | 2018

Urban Network

100k Houses | ISA | Philadelphia, PA | 2008-2012

Urban Network

Blooming Bamboo House | H&P Architects | Co Nhue, Tu Liem, Ha Noi, Vietnam | 2013

Urban Network and Connectivity

Under the BQE | Buro Koray Duman | Brooklyn, NY | 2013

Urban Network and Connectivity

Arctic Food Network | Lateral Office | Nunavut, Canada | 2011

Project Context
Syracuse, NY

Context – Socioeconomic
• $31,881 median household income
• 35% of adults and 50% of children in Syracuse are living in poverty
• Syracuse is a hot spot for food deserts and food swamps, causing high rates of obesity as well as high
medical expenses.
• 29% of households do not have a vehicle available, making it difficult for residents to travel to find
healthier food options.

Context – Urban
• The city of Syracuse and its current built fabric
• Transportation infrastructure
• Existing network of Syracuse Grows community gardens
• Issues of connectivity and accessibility throughout the above networks
• Vacant and “odd” plots that create a lack of density

Context – Architectural
• Develop an architecture of accessibility, constructability, and community identity, that
• Combines with Syracuse’s urban issues of food access networks, in order to
• Facilitate access to good food, with the goal that
• The small scale architectural interventions will provide the community with a platform to kick start a
larger change in the urban and socioeconomic fabrics of the city.

Historical Context - Productive and Urban Space Relationships
16th and 17th century Philadelphia
• All urban lots had room for a garden and orchard beside the house
• Four public squares, plus a central square

Historical Context - Productive and Urban Space Relationships

1600s

1700s

1800s

Historical Context - Productive and Urban Space Relationships

1950s

Early 2000s

Late 2000s

Historical Context - Productive and Urban Space Relationships

Densities and Spatial Relationships

Historical Context - Productive and Urban Space Relationships

Densities and Spatial Relationships

Site – Intervention Type 1
• Existing location of Syracuse Grows community gardens
• Supplement with formal architectural interventions

Site – Intervention Type 2
• “Odd Plots” located in areas of the city which are currently underserved by the network of Syracuse Grows
community gardens
• Supplement with formal architectural interventions
• Activate unused and vacant lots throughout the city, densifying the fabric

Programs

Elements

Scale
• Micro-architecture - Small scale architecture, typically between 200-500 sqft.
• Often concerned with affordability and constructability
• Making use of prefabrication and efficient construction techniques
• Low cost materials and methodologies
• Provides an opportunity for the communities of Syracuse to have access to affordable and easily
constructible architecture, that in some cases can even be self-assembled to reduce labor costs.
• This project proposes a larger scale of 1000-1500 sqft to accommodate the desired programs while
maintaining the above standards of micro-architecture.

Growing Syracuse
• Manifesto
• Urbanism requires community, and community requires a platform of public space. Underutilized spaces within the urban
fabric can be activated by small scale architectural interventions to create formal spaces for community gathering, interaction,
and commerce. The positioning and connectivity of these interventions can lead to the creation of new urban corridors that
encourage growth within and between underdeveloped parts of the city.
• Role of the Architect
• Develop an architecture that is contextually relevant to a community, while
• Addressing larger scale urban issues, in order to
• Create an accessible and beneficial built environment and lifestyle for users.
• The goal of architectural interventions is to provide the community with a platform to kick start a larger change in the urban
and socioeconomic fabrics of the city.
• Project Explorations
• Syracuse, NY’s food environment and socioeconomic issues pertaining to lack of food accessibility
• The existing network of Syracuse Grows community gardens, and how architecture can intervene within it
• The architect’s role in improving the local food environment
• Architecture of constructability, efficiency, adaptability, and identity within a larger urban fabric
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